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The third chapter reviews the pharmacologic properties of antiplatelet drugs
and the antiplatelet effects of drugs used in general medical practice. The drugs
discussed include aspirin, non-steroidal anti-inflammatory agents, sulfinpyrazone,
prostaglandins PGE1 and PGI2, dipyridamole, and other pyridamole-pyrimidine
compounds. Especially helpful is a section on the effects ofanesthetics, major tran-
quilizers, antihistamines, penicillins, dextran, diuretics, propranolol, and an-
ticoagulants on platelets and the platelet membrane.
The fourth chapter discusses antiplatelet drugs in clinical medicine and reviews the
various clinical trials. The author also examines the literature on the possible
beneficial effects of aspirin for patients with ischemic heart disease and cerebral
vascular disease. Furthermore there is a section on the effects of antiplatelet drugs
on thromboembolism associated with prosthetic devices, artificial surfaces, and
vascular shunts.
The bibliography is extensive, with many post-1980 references; some are as late as
1982, the year ofpublication. The book is well written and easy to read. The author,
an internationally known expert in the field, has done an admirablejob ofreviewing
a very large literature.
One ofthe problems associated with this book is that some areas are reviewed in a
cursory manner. For example, the section on platelet granules is small, and in-
dividuals wishing to learn the latest information about a-granules and dense
granules would be best referred to another source. Another deficiency is that there is
little in this book relating to thrombocytopenia. The number of tables and figures
are relatively small, and the book would have benefited from more liberal use of
these visual aids.
This book would be of limited value to established researchers in the field since
much of the material presented is covered in a superficial manner. General inter-
nists, young investigators, and medical students interested in platelet function,
however, would find this book to be relatively inexpensive and a most useful addi-
tion to their medical libraries. For a general overview of platelet function and as a
reference source, this little volume is made to order.
EDWARD L. SNYDER
Department ofLaboratory Medicine
Yale University School ofMedicine
CHILDREN WITH SEX CHROMOSOME ANEUPLOIDY: FOLLOW-UP STUDIES. Edited by
Donald A. Stewart. New York, Alan R. Liss, Inc., 1982. 251 pp. $54.00.
This book, published in 1983, reviews progress since the 1977 meeting of a group
of investigators from nine medical centers conducting ongoing investigations of
children with recognized chromosome abnormalities, identified by newborn screen-
ing. The two meetings of this group, one in 1974 at Aspen, Colorado, and one in
1977 in Honolulu, Hawaii, have resulted in one other publication in the Birth De-
fects Original Articles Series, Volume 15, 1979.
This collection represents an effort to understand the impact of chromosome ab-
normalities on growing children as well as the impact of identifying these abnor-
malities in the neonatal period via a screening tool rather than ascertainment based
on clinical abnormalities. This type of data ascertainment is an interesting one and
the distinctions are important. The ethical questions are serious enough to warrant aseparate chapter in this volume by Bernard Dickens of the Law Faculty of the
University of Toronto. The prospective nature ofthe data reported are what make it
most valuable and interesting as a contribution to the medical literature.
The paper by Stewart et al. summarizes the clinical findings in children with 47
XXY, 47 XYY, and 47 XXX chromosome constitutions. This chapter neatly sum-
marizes a broad group of data including growth data, psychological development
data, and information on school achievement and temperament. The other papers
present the data that support the conclusions in that chapter. Few patients have been
added to the studies since 1975. The only centers reporting data on the patients add-
ed since 1975 are those in Edinburgh and Tokyo. All centers, however, have long
continued to follow information on the growth and development of the children
identified. Robinson's study on his group of patients with a variety of carefully
defined sex chromosomes abnormalities details much growth data and rather
sophisticated intellectual testing. The Edinburgh study includes data on patients col-
lected from the screening of 29,357 infants. Similarly the Danish study contains
much data of growth, height, weight, head circumference, and, again, sophisticated
intelligence testing including WISC, auditory discrimination, tests of lateral
dominance, motor coordination function, and language function. It is of great in-
terest to have studies from around the world in which the development of language
function is studied in languages other than English. Since the skills in some
languages are different ones, conclusions can be made about specific areas of
psychological function that are impaired. The Toronto study includes some
biochemical data on serum testosterone concentrations in boys with the XXY syn-
drome as well as data on testicular volume in boys with sex chromosome abnor-
malities. The Toronto study contains a considerable amount of information about
the psychological measure used which will be of great value to other investigators,
not just regarding sex chromosome abnormalities but in other situations where
developmental assessment and intellectual assessment are of considerable impor-
tance. The New Haven study provides a great deal of school performance informa-
tion on the children with sex chromosome abnormalities. The Walzer study also con-
tains some helpful information about language development in boys with the XXY
chromosome constitution. The ethical issues involved are discussed at length in
Dickens' chapter with extensive reference to the literature.
This volume will be of help to pediatric geneticists who care for children with
chromosome abnormalities and to pediatricians in general who need to advise
parents about the management of these children. It will also be of help to educators
and those who do psychological assessment of children in designing appropriate
educational strategies to help these children achieve their maximum potential. The
data will also be useful to those performing prenatal diagnosis because they provide
information whereby the implications ofthese chromosome abnormalities can be ex-
plained to prospective parents. It is fortunate that the series of charges, counter-
charges, and flurry of conflict that surround the Boston study did not affect other
studies which were performed around the world and which continue to be performed
in some areas, for the data are useful, sensitively reported, and stand to help con-
siderably in the management of these children.
MARGRETTA R. SEASHORE
Departments ofHuman Genetics and Pediatrics
Yale University School ofMedicine
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